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NOTICES OF LOCAL TOKENS ISSUED IN ULSTER -No. 3. 



The number of trading tokens of old date issued in towns in Ulster do not correspond, except, per- 
haps, in the case of Belfast, with the present relative extent and importance of the places to which 
they owe their origin. Thus, taking the two counties of Down and Antrim, as being more at home, 
as it were, it is found that, while there are known to collectors eight tokens of Lisburn, an equal 
number of Carrickfergus, five of Dromore, five of Downpatrick, and not less than a doxen of the town 
of Antrim itself, there are only two of Newtownards, four of Ballymena, one, rather uncertain, of 
Ballymoney, and none, so far as the writer is aware, of Larne, Donaghadee, Comber, and some other 
places occupying very respectable rank in bankers' books. There also appears to be but one, or at 
most two, known of the important town of Newry, which is curious, as it might reasonably be sup- 
posed the larger towns would issue the greater number. It does not absolutely follow that such is 
not the fact, as necessary and deserved attention has not, till recently, been given to this subject, 
and many interesting tokens, of Newry for instance, and other important localities, may yet be 
brought to light. At the same time, if such existed to any considerable amount, it is not probable 
they would so long have escaped the notice of collectors, while so many have been discovered of the 
town of Antrim and one each of such unimportant places as Castle Chichester and Magheramorne. 
As it is but right, however, to pay due respect to a town distinguished by so extensive a coinage, and 
which would certainly denote considerable trade and activity in times past, a specimen of the Antrim 
tokens, (No. 1), is first presented to the reader. It is that of a dyer, instruments connected with his 
craft being figured on the coin. The other Antrim tokens are those of persons of the names of 
Bryce, Craford, Koss, Waugh, John Steward, White, Shennan, Palmer, Will Stewart, William 
Craford, and Matthew Bethell ; the last-named having on the reverse " Post M*tr in Antrim, 1671," 
a circumstance affording matter for inquiry* whether the term refers to the existence of a post- office 
of some kind in the town of Antrim at so early a period, or, is merely descriptive of a person whose 
occupation it was to keep post-horses. 

While in the pleasant neighbourhood of Antrim, I may draw attention to a token issued in an ad- 
joining locality. It is that of Toome, marked Xo. 2, and its use at least, is sufficiently explicit ; that 
is, — the ferry-man, for this consideration, would transfer the passenger or passengers across the river ; 
the blacksmith has possibly handled the identical one now before me for shoeing the nag ; and, for 
how many Toome eels, or the fish peculiar to Lough Neagh, it was the equivalent, might be a ques ■ 
tion just now rather difficult of solution. The objects in the field on this token cannot be distin- 
guished, which is to be regretted, as they would probably have been characteristic ; but perhaps a 
specimen in better preservation may be known. 
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No. 3 is a token of William Adare, of Ballym ^na, without date, but it was probably a fraction of 
the circulating medium in that now rising and important town in 1670, and some subsequent years. 
The orthography of this town seems to have been very unsettled at this time, as on the four tokens 
attributed to it, namely, those of John Harper, Robert Boyd, William Adare, and one on which the 
name is illegible, the spelling on each is respectively Belemenoclce, Bellemenock^ Bellemanogh BelUrni- 
noch. No. 4 is a token of Samuel Andrew, merchani in Broughshain. It is in excellent preservation 
but not otherwise remarkable. Nos. 6, 6, and 7 explain themselves. That of John Burnes of 
Magheramorne, presents a rude figure of a plough ; the old wooden plough still in use in many 
parts of the County of Antrim. 

No. 8 is a specimen of one of the Carrickfergus tokens, but which I find, on referring to the work 
has been already published in M'^Skimin's History. No. 10 is an example of one of the Lisburn 
tokens not affording occasion for any remark. Not so No. 9, the Goleraine token, which is rather 
an original one We would scarcely look for a rebus in such a quarter, if that be the title proper to 
apply to a device of the kind here figured. The meaning seems to be that Mr. Rose symbolises his 
name by a full blown semblance of the sweet and odorous flower identical with it ; while on the ob- 
verse he adopts for his arras a Bear, supposed to be pronounced for the occasion heeVj implying 
altogether that the token is exchangeable for a can of the Goleraine home-brewed of that era. " How 
like a fawning publican he looks." Mr. Rose could not be satisfied with plain respectable tokens like 
Ihose of other people, but must attract the unwary, and excite notice by enigmatical and witty 
symbols. There is little doubt that all these tokens would very deservedly be nailed to the counter 
if caught now by zealous members of the total abstinence movement. 

11, 12, 13, and 14 are specimens of the tokens of Armagh, Lurgan, Dromore, and Dungannon. 
They do not require any particular observation, though we might consider ships rather inappropriate 
emblems for inland places. No. 15 is that of a tanner of Caledon, John Speare by name, with a dog 
in the field. Is it to be supposed he ever submitted the hide of that faithful animal to the tanning 
process? David Bell, dwelling in Munnymore, in the year 1671 could not possibly have graced his 
token (No. 16,) with a more appropriate or judicious symbol than that which appears upon it. 

The four suceeding tokens have all been issued in the County of Down. Of those belonging to Down- 
patrick one is of James Thomson, and another of William Thomson. The former is here published. 
Its date is 1670, and the other was about the same era. The inhabitants of Down will perhaps be 
surprised that two moneyers distinguished by such names should have lived and flourished in their 
ancient borough nearly two centuries ago ; and if the issuers of tokens in the past times were the 
principal and most wealthy traders, a conjecture, at least in many cases certainly correct, they will 
be disposed to consider that a very practical example of history repeating itself has occurred in their 
own town. The Bangor token has the representation of a building on the obverse which existed 
there it is to be presumed when the coin was current. 
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Of the coinage of local tokens of the more recent date of 1735 three specimens are presented. 
One of them, like some of those of Belfast of the same period, is remarkable for its ambitious pre- 
tensions. The double-headei eagle the symbol of imperial power, appears upon the humble token of 
Alexander Beith, of Ballymena ; and yet the words beneath it are not so bad either, for if the chival* 
reus Knight of old could say — 

** — ^his high motto shines revealed, 
Beady ^ aye ready ^ for the field," — 
Mr. Beith could say he also was ready to supply, ever and always, the best goods on the best terms ; 
ready to pay all demands, to defy competition, ready to make " great sacrifices*' out of the perfect love 
he bore to all the honest country folk around. It is said that great establishments in modern times 
keep or employ poets to proclaim in doggrel verse the unequalled value of their goods. Mr. Beith's 
plan was quite as good, and probable not less effective. In this Journal, vol. 2, p. 282, attention was 
drawn by a correspondent to two advertisements which appeared in the Belfast News-Letter in the 
year 1 738, offering rewards for the discovery of persons guilty of counterfeiting the tickets of the 
advertisers. The veritable tokens to which these advertisements refer are here represented, being 
those of Alexander Beith, of Ballymena, of " ready" memory, and John Galway of Portafcrry, No. 23. 
The counterfeiting of tokens at this time was probably not an uncommon offence, and it would 
appear that all those who were the subjects of it were not always disposed to meet the case by adver- 
tising, but to try — words and tufts of grass failing — what -virtue there was in stones. "We may suppose 
at least that the token of John Stewart of Kiilileagh shadows forth some such intention. The motto on 
it is *' Beware of Counterfeits ;" — the hurrying messenger impressed upon it imaginative people might 
describe as the figure of Mercury; those who knew better would say it was the very image of a 
County Down *'boy," bred and born in Killinchy, with a little round cap on his head, — probably a 
scratch wig underneath — a bunch of ribbons flying behind, loose jacket, short tights, home-made 
hose, — his headlong speed, his determined look, and above all the stout cudgel in his hand plainly 
intimating that the argument in the last resort would be brought to bear upon every caitiff guilty of 
forging the tokens of Mr. John Stewart of Kiilileagh. Some other meaning may be intended, but 
such in reality are the image and circumscription by which the issuer made himself known to the 
farthest ends of his important county, and probably with the most successful results. 

Besides the copper tokens, some of silver were struck about the year 1736, one of which, of the 
small town of Rich -hill, in the county of Armagh, is here represented. There were many silver as 
well as copper pieces issued at this time by private individuals, but the era of tokens, so far as they 
may be conceived to possess any historical or antiquarian interest, was now drawing to a close. 
Many contracts were made by the government in the eighteenth century for the coining of copper 
money for Ireland, but, either from their insufficiency or from not being well carried out, private 
tokens were still introduced into the circulation to a large amount. It is stated indeed that for a 
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few years, about 1793, the famous Cronebane halfpence, which were issued by the Irish Mining Com- 
pany, formed the principal copper currency of the kingdom. There is not, since the assimilation of 
the currency, any separate coinage for Ireland, but we would seem to be still in want now and then 
of some such auxiliaries as the tokens of the olden times; it being not more than about two years 
since representations wore made to the government from Belfast, and I believe from other places, of the 
great inconvenience suffered by the trading community from the extraordinary scarcity of copper 

money. 

The subject of the older local tokens is beginning to attract more attention^ and inquirers are 
making catalogues, in this country as well as in England, of all that can be found. It will be observed 
that .the writer has called these notices the " Local Tokens of Ulster '* but that those described have 
nearly all been confined to the two counties of Down and Antrim . Many interesting tokens, however, 
exist belonging to places of importance in other parts of the province, and descriptions and drawings 
of them by a competent correspondent in some of the localities alluded to, would form a very desirable 
supplementary paper to those furnished by the present writer. 

Gr. B. 



ANCIENT POWDER-HORN. 



Thk accompanying engraving affords a good example of the early ornamented powder-horn. The 
specimen here represented was procured by its present possessor from a farmer in the neighbourhood 
of Portglenone, (county of Antrim,) in whose family it had been preserved for a considerable time, 
but who knew nothing of its history. It had been occasionally set up as a prize at shooting-matches 
and other rural games. 

The body of the horn is made of oak (probably bog-oak) of a colour so dark as to be neariy black. 
The ornaments are of carved horn, of a light brown colour, fastened on by pins of the same material. 
The open or smaller end has the appearance of having been mounted with silver or brass. The 
original bottom was removed in order to ascertain whether it might not have been a drinking-horn ; 
but the pins which fasten the ornaments were found not to be cut off close to the surface, but to pro- 
ject some distance inwards, which would not probably have been the case had the horn been used 
for drinking. Moreover, one of the ornaments seems to represent a dog in the act of pointing, thus 
determining sufficiently that it was an implement of the chase. Two of the other decorations are 
representations of foliage extremely well executed ; the others are fanciful curves and interlaced 
riband- work. 



